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Online Networking &
Collaboration

Importance of Networking & Collaboration in the agri-food
sector
Develop strategies for effective online communication &
relationship building
Tools that facilitate collaboration
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1) Importance of online networking

Building Relationships
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Access to Resources

establishing connection
with industry peers &
experts

sharing knowledge,
insights & best practices

Opportunities for
Collaboration

identifying potential
partnerships for projects &
innitiatives

Staying informed

keeping up with industy
trends & innovations



Crafting
Online
Profile

2) Strategies for effective online communication

professional photo
compelling headline
engaging bio
highlight achievements
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An online bio & a resume both
serve to showcase an individuals
skills, experiences & professional
identity, however they do so in
different formats & contexts.

use key words
choose the right platform
visual elements



Engaging
with

others

2) Strategies for effective online communication

be clear & concise
personalize your message
establish common ground
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be polite & respectful
keep it relevant
be mindful of timing

Communicating effectively online requires a
balance of structure and authenticity. While it
is important to organize your thoughts and
present them clearly, staying true to your
genuine voice is equally essential.



Building
Trust

2) Strategies for effective online communication

developing credibility
through consistent &
respectful interactions

Active 
Participation

contributing to
discussions
sharing valuable
insights
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3) Key platforms for networking &
collaboration

LinkedIn, Facebook, Instagram, X

Social Media
participating in virtual conferences &
workshops
major events/conferences gone virtual

Webinars & Online Events

AgFunder, Network Partners, Digital Farm.IT,
EOAN, World Agriculture Forum, ECO Est,
COG, Foodland Ontario

Industry Forums & Groups

Slack, MS Teams, Trello, Zoom, Asana,
Chanty

Collaborative Tools
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4) Tools for facilitating collaboration

Project Management Tools Document Sharing Tools
digital platforms that help teams plan, organize &
track project tasks & progress
Asana, Monday.com, Chanty, Trello, MS Project

a digital platform that enables users to upload and
share files securely
Dropbox, Google Drive, Slack, Zoho Docs, Adobe
Document Cloud, Sharepoint
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4) Tools for facilitating collaboration

Communication Tools Networking Apps

digital tools that facilitate real-time interaction &
information sharing among individuals or teams
Zoom, Google Meet, Teams, Skype, Trello, Signal,
WhatsApp, Discord

digital platforms designed to connect individuals &
facilitate networking opportunities
enable users to share profiles, exchange messages &
build relationships with professionals within their
industry
LinkedIn, Shapr, Meetup, Bumble Bizz, Lunchclub,
Truth Social
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Maintaining
Engagement

5) Challenges & Considerations

Staying active & engaged in online communities is
essential for the enhancement of user experience &
fosters connections with like-minded individuals
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set goals
be consistent
contribute value
start conversations
join subgroups
attend virtual events
share experiences
offer constructive feedback
be respectful & open minded
encourage others
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5) Challenges & Considerations
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Understanding the professional conduct in
online interactions

Navigating
digital
etiquette

think before you post
use clear language
acknowledge the contributions of others
stay on topic
respect privacy
use appropriate tone
avoid spamming 
be patient



5) Challenges & Considerations
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balancing network activities with other
responsibilities

Managing Time
effectively

Privacy &
Security

protecting personal information while
networking online



6) Networking Groups in Agriculture Canada
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EOAN - Eastern Ontario Agri-Food Network
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network.savoureaston.ca



EOAN - Eastern Ontario Agri-Food Network
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network.savoureaston.ca



Open Food
Network
Canada
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openfoodnetwork.ca



Open Food Network Canada
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Open Food Network Canada
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COG - Canadian Organic Growers
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7) In Conclusion
Online Networking & Communication are essential
for success in the agri-food sector. By effectively
leveraging digital platforms and tools agri-food
businesses can build valuable connections, share
knowledge and collaborate efforts that drive
innovation and growty.
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8) Active Engagement Exercises

Reviewing
Profile Review: Share your online profile with family and

friends for constructive feedback.

Networking Role-Play
Practice initiating conversations and follow-ups in a

simulated online environment.

Brows social media and other online platforms for potential
collaborators or networks.

Researching
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RESOURCES

www.fcc-fac.ca/en/knowledge/how-farmers-are-networking-and-sharing-ideas-online
How farmers are networking and sharing ideas online | FCC

openfoodnetwork.ca
Open Food Network Canada
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